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Sun Mei was originally a law—abiding, conservative Chinese farmer by nature.
But his experience of working as a laborer at the age of 15 and later making
a living in far away Hawaii convinced him that the backwardness of China and the
1 ‘ I ‘i-" ; impotency of its government were the scourges of Chinese peoples’ suffering at
| ‘;“f'- " home and abroad. During his 35 years in Hawaii, Sun Mei witnessed many major
| ‘ ‘ { social changes. Democracy and laws were pul in place and gradually improved, much
[ to the initial benefit of Sun Mei and his businesses.
, Hae However, the passing of the 1882 “ Chinese Exclusion Act” in the United
' States started to affect Hawaii, especially after the revolt in 1893 when the rights of
all Chinesc immigrants were greatly curtailed. Sun Mei realized that such unfair
treatment stemmed from China's weakness on the international stage. Like many
Chinese then, he was anxious to see China become stronger and more able to
support and defend Chinese working overseas. When Sun Yat-sen aspired to
overthrow the Qing government and establish a democratic society, Sun Mei was
more than ready to give his support, making generous donations and devoting

himself to the cause as a revolutionary.
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Photo taken with friends on board ship
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142. BAZEMERSNEDREAFFAR
Sun Mei’s Tomb in the Shou Ping Park inside the Guangdong Sun Yat-Sen Memorial
School in Cuiheng Village
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