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Zheng Guan-ying’ s Economic Ideas in Shengshi Weiyan

NIE Hao-chun
(Institute of the Chinese Modern History, Central China Nomal Univewsity, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: Zheng Guan-ying was a representative transfomed from a comprador capitalist to a national capitalist. Zheng
Guan-ying’ s economic ideas are embodied in his book Shengshi Weiyan. He made critical remarks about the traditional
policy of “agriculture over commerce” in the historical development. He advocated “ commercial revitalization” and took
“business as the foundation of the country”. He called on “ a business war” against the western powers, resisting the
capitalist economic aggression and safeguarding the national economic interests. He advocated learning western advanced
techmology and management systems and establishing a modern financial and fiscal system. Zheng Guanying’ s
economic ideas played a positive tole in arousing national mnsciousness, exploring the wad of national rejuvenation,
pomoting modem indusirial and business development and defending the national economic interests.
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