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Abstract

Chinese Servants in Foreigners Families in Eighteenth—and Nineteenth— — Century Guangzhou
CHEN G Mei—bao LIU Zhi—wei
Using a variety of materials including memoirs, journals, private correspondences, dictionaries,
and manuals for learning English and Cantonese, this article examines how the Chinese servants
employed in foreigners “families in eighteenth— and nineteenth—century Guangzhou might have
learnt the knowledge they needed. While serving their employers, these Chinese servants managed to
acquire a new set of techniques, vocabularies and languages. The role they played in the history of
Sino—Western cuhural exchanges should not be overlooked.

Chinese Directors of Foreign Enterprises in Shanghai in Nineteenth Century ZHANG Xiu i

Jointstock company had appeared in Shanghai since 60 " of 1 9th Century, most of which
cooperated with local merchants in order to gather capital. So some Chinese took part in the Board
of foreign enterprises. During the process of participating in the decision—making, they studied the
western technological civilization and the methods of modern enterprise operating management, so
they played the role that couldn % be instead of in early modernization of China.

Educational Background of Comprador in Modern Shanghai M A Xue—qiang
Among the comprador group in Modern Shanghai, there existed educational difference of the
earlier ones from Canton and those from Jiangsu and Zhejiang province. T he difference also existed
between first generation and the followings. Different educational background caused different circle
of acquaintances. T he values of comprador also changed due to different education. As a kind of new
social force, compradors became the first group people who had close relationship with the west.

Xiangshan Comprador and Shanghai Society af ter Opening to West Countries HU BO

People from Xiangshan who were familiar with operation knowledge and English became the
first group of compradors in Shanghai. They gradually formed commercial and social network by
being introduced to work in foreign firm. As migrants with the ties of lineage and countrymen, they
accelerated the urbanization process of Shanghai and the formation of civil society and commercial
society in Shanghai.

Challenge Chinese Social Economic History Study Confronts with——Response to Consciousness of
Problem of Great Divergence WANG Jia—Fan

The research style of Great Divergence is different rfom our social economic history study with
the style of political economy and shows some characteristics of economy, or even has a metaphor of
breaking away from soeial sciences. The research route it wantsto practice is that the analysis on
economic history must throw off the criterion of old social theories by giving economic analysis an
independent. But the great defect is that it placed the institutional analysis out of econonic history,
which caused the tesult that his evaluation of social econonic situation is inconstant.

Communication and Commercial Development of Jinhua and Quzhou since Song Dynasty
WANG Yi—sheng
Because of being located in the foothill of southeast inland, communication, especially waterage
of Jinhua and Quzhou were very inconvenient, which greatly restricted efficiency of commodity
circulation and growth of commercial capital. But as a hinge of land communication, the commerce
developed in this area as the goods was carried on shoulder and lifted with back, which finally laid a
foundation for modernization transformation since 1980.

Interlinkage: Foreign Trade of Tianjin and Yantai in 19th century and traditional market
network——Taking import and distribution of foreign gauze and cloth as example ZHANG Si

In the second half of 19th century, North China was the area where foreign gauze and cloth
were most imported and distributed. It was noticeable that at that time, the great development of
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