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Abstract: The late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of
China is a transformation period for modern Chinese society to step to
modemization. Located in the frontier of South China, Guangzhou has
geographical advantages in communication with foreign countries and
receives European and American ethos earlier, so the modernization
of its society and economy started earlier. The 1920s and 1930s are the
crucial periods for Guangzhou to basically realize its modernization
transformation and upgrading. Such a situation can’ t appear without
Guangzhou’ s neighboring Hong Kong and Macao and its opening
to the outside world, and the advocacy, promotion and support from
officials, overseas Chinese and merchants in Guangdong. The formation
and development of three—dimensional traffic network at that time,
modern industrial departments and commercial & financial institutions

are the main signs of modernization transformation of Guangzhou’ s
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society and economy, as well as the important foundations of its
modernization construction in all aspects. The process of the changes
of society and economy in modern Guangzhou manifested its urban
culture characteristics including its cultural character, content and spirit.
Specifically, the formation and development of three—dimensional
traffic network of Guangzhou passed on and carried forward its urban
character and historical tradition which is focusing on traffic first and
insisting internal connect and external communication as the birthplace
of Maritime Silk Route; the transformation, upgrading and development
of its modern industry & commerce and financial industry manifested
its pioneering, open, compatible and up—to—date urban culture content
and spirit as the central place of Lingnan Culture. Besides, the sustainable
development of Guangzhou’ s society and economy created basic
conditions for the formation and enlargement of the teams of national
bourgeoisie and proletariat, and for successively carrying out revolutionary
struggle by the both parties; accordingly Guangzhou became a hotbed of
China’ s democratic revolutionary movement. The rapid development
of Guangzhou’ s economic power ensures its leading position in the
evolution process of modern cities in the whole country and develops
into one of the most prosperous, influencing and vigorous metropolis.
Key words: Guangzhou ; he changes of society and economy

; urban culture characteristics
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