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Sheng Xuan-Huai$ Control over China Merchants

Steamship Navigation Company ( 1883 — 1885)
QIN Wen-ping
( College of History and Culture Shaanxi Normal University Xi’an 710119 Shaanxi)

Abstract: The steamship merchants Bureau was an important part of the Westernization Movement in late Qing
Dynasty China% first civilian shipping enterprises and the first one to adopt “Government-supervised and Mer—
chant-managed” form of civilian enterprise which was advocated since it” s establishment in 1873 by Li Hongzhang.
However it formalized hysteresis Sheng XuanHuais assumption of the supervision of 1885. Sheng was merchant
sponsor participant and China Merchant “official and business” in particular. From 1883 — 1885 sheng had taken
a series of measures and means which ultimately led to the establishment of “Government-supervised and Mer—
chant-managed” and he himself controlled the Bureau as its “official representative ”.
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