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[BERRE BEK]

The Compradors’ Investment and Management of the Insurance
from 1840 to 1919 in China

QIAO Xiao-ping
(Institute of History and Culture, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: National insurance in China took birth with the introduction of western insurance, the spreading of the idea of
insurance in China and the prosperity of the national industry and commerce. The compradors were a new type of busi-
nessmen who were active in the trade between the west and Chinese businessmen. They became the first Chinese investors
of the national insurance because of their adventurousness, nationality and the high interest in the industry. The compra-
dors’ investment and management of the national insurance added some new energy to the development of the insurance of
China and they created favorable economic circumstance for the development of the national industry and commerce.
However, the limitation of the management was also exposed.

Keywords: compradors; national insurance; insurance capital-atiracting agency; insurance company




