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“chewed over” by the Japanese it would inevitably absorb a certain amount of Japanese “saliva,” obscuring its “real face”
and “true meaning. ” In the late Qing period, most Chinese people were still “unenlightened” and anxious for quick re-
sults. Therefore, they took the former attitude. After the May Fourth Movement, the Chinese people had already taken
the first steps toward “enlightenment” and gradually leaned toward the latter attitude. The earlier attitude held that “Chi-
nese students are better off studying in Japan than studying in the West,” and “translating Japanese books is better than
translating Western books.” The later attitude held that the difference between studying in Western countries and study-
ing in Japan was the difference between “gold-plating” and “silver-plating,” and translating Western books via a Japanese

version was not as good as translating Western books directly.
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For a long time, academic circles have paid little attention to Sheng Xuanhai’s famine relief activities in Hejian pre-
fecture in 1878. However, if we want a more precise understanding of his practical activities at the time and of their in-
herent logic, we can only succeed if we approach them from the angle of practice, looking at the complicated relations be-
tween famine relief in Hejian prefecture and Sheng Xuanhuai’s self-strengthening activities. At the same time, this case
indicates that if we want to promote studies on Sheng Xuanhuai, we should not only pay attention to his social practice
centered on famine relief, but also add new perspectives to understand him in light of the socio-historical trends behind this

kind of activity.
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