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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 4, 2014

The Revolutionary Government and Local Society in the Sale of Official Property in Guangzhou
Shen Chengfei(86)
At the beginning of 1923, Sun Yat-sen established his government in Guangzhou for the
third time and set up his Generalissimo’s Headquarters there. Meanwhile, auxiliary troops had
settled in the provincial capital, where they controlled the taxes, leaving Sun Yat-sen isolated and
confined. In this emergency, the Guangzhou Government under Sun Ke decided to raise money
by selling Guangzhou government properties in order to support the Generalissimo Headquarters ,
suppress Shen Hongying’s forces and those of Chen Jiongming in the east, and realize national
unification through the Northern Expedition. However, Sun Ke’s methods appeared close to
force majeure and threw the city into disorder, arousing public indignation. This had a negative
impact on the revolutionary government’s image, public identification with the government ,
regional social development and political stability. At the same time, the auctioning of
government property had progressive significance in that its revenue provided basic financial
support for the normal operation of the Generalissimo Headquarters, the campaigns against Shen
and Chen, and the military engagements of the Northern Expedition, and was thus in line with

the historical trend of the revolutionary unity of modern China.

The Bombing of Shanghai by Kuomintang Air Force on February 6, 1950 and the Government’s
Response Xu Fenghua(101)

On February 6, 1950, the Kuomintang air force launched a large-scale air strike on
Shanghai. This was a heavy blow and a sharp test for the newly established regime led by the
Communist Party of China (CPC). Confronted with power cuts, business shutdowns, over a
thousand casualties and more than 50000 displaced people, the East China Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee and the Shanghai Municipal Government, with support from the central
government, immediately took prompt and effective measures to mobilize the population,
including restoring electricity supplies, comforting and compensating affected families and
undertaking restoration work, implementing air defenses and counter-espionage, stabilizing
commodity prices, maintaining financial stability, reopening factories and resuming production.
In the shortest possible time, they calmed the panicking Shanghai citizens and restored society’s
operational mechanisms. This process consolidated the newly established People’s Government
and enhanced its credibility. The bombing, therefore, had a profound influence on the urban
policies of the CPC in the early stage of the People’ s Republic and on the development of
Shanghai itself.

The Issue of Territorial Division in the Merovingian Dynasty: An Interpretation of the Political
Orientation of the Historia Francorum Chen Wenhai and Wang Wenjing(116)

Territorial division has traditionally been held to be a typical feature of the political structure
of the early medieval Kingdom of the Franks. The main source for this approach is certain
judgments in Gregory of Tours’ Historia Francorum. However, a careful ordering and analysis
of relevant textual information in the Historia Francorum shows that although separatist
political forces were rampant on the political scene in the early years of the Kingdom of the
Franks, factors making for national unity had not completely disappeared, nor had territorial
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