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The Divarication of Multi-ply Interests and the Unrest
about the Foreign-rice Tax Exemption of Guangdong
Tian Xiquan
Abstract: To save the famine, different groups of Guangdong province petitioned the Republic
Government of Nanjing to reduce the import tax of foreign rice. The related departments of the Central
Government adopted the measures one after another including no reduction of the import tax, reduction of
the import tax by one-half with quota keeping business records, and reduction of the import tax with
quota. These measures resulted in a largish backwash in the lower Yangtze area and Guangdong and the
unrest about foreign-rice tax exemption which lasted almost half a year. The unrest was the eruption of the
conflict about foreign rice’s free of import tax or not which existed in political and commercial groups from
the early of 1930s. It revealed the divarication of multi-ply interests between the Financial Department
and the Industrial Department of the Central Government, central government in Nanjing and provincial
government in Guangdong, the rice planting areas of the lower Yangtze and the rice consuming areas of
Guangdong, and the national rice merchants and the foreign rice merchants.
Keywords: Unrest about Foreign-rice Tax Exemption; the Republic Government of Nanjing;

Guangdong Province; the Lower Yangtze Area; Divarication of Interests
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