ALFPENNY BIRTHDAYS

Telling the Tale to Sarah

By MARTIN PECHEUR
The dog Peter is ill.

my’s made a special room for him
‘cause she's afraid
might get on other people.

The houses at the corners of our
Square are larger than the hodses
in between., Sarah lives in one of
them. It iz the house that has, as
Sarah says, “a green door with a
silver knocker, just like a palace.”
[ also live in one, but it has not
got a silver knocker., In place of
that, as is but just, my house has
on its door-post six brass bell-push-
es, In column, each with its satellite
name-plate at its side like the steps
of a brazen staircase that set out
to reach the stars but stopped short
at the attic flat.

I h;‘ve three-twenty-thirds of the
house®but two of my twenty-thirds
owe their separate being to what
seems to be a kind of thick card-
board....I do not know why I am
telling you all this. [t is not at all
interesting. I had meant but ¢t
justify the generosity of Sarah’s
mother in the matter of an isola-
tion ward for Peter by saying in
six words that the corner houses
ard®very large
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And yet....I like living in a

corner house. For one reason:
When I am tired of living in a
Square [ have but to cross the cor-
ner of a room to another window and
[ am living in a Street. For a
second reason: There is the other
corner house—the house opposite.
. It is a house of the past—a brood-
ing, melancholy, ghostly house, It
were stone dead but for one thing,
and that is that every morning,
while I am dressing, a Judicrously
insignificant feather mop, at the
end of a long handle, is thrust out
of a side window by some unseen
person in an upper room, and waved
about as though one sought to
sweep cobwebs from the sky. A
pigeon that loves to rest on the
cornice flies away to the black popn-
lar tree in the Square.
seconds in eighty-six thousand four
hundred the house is made a living
thing by that ridiculous mop. For
the rest, by day and by night, it is
a House of Shadows.

But....I know an old man who in
his youth knew ap old man who
remembered the house opposite
creeping up through its encircling
scaffolding. And he remembered
how, as it neared completion, the
workmen toiled unceasingly that it
might be ready for the coming of
the Very Great Lady, exiled from
France, that was its first occupant.
And it's Oh, the davs that have
been for dull old corner houses in
dull old London Squares!

And for a third reason: If you
live in a corner house it is easy v
run round to the little street tha:
lies behind the houses on my side o!
the Square—and to the shop that °
kept by the old woman who sell-
newspapers and tobaeco and boot-
laces and sugar-stick and 'Alfpenny
Birthdays.
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I suppose that once upon a time
the street lived in feudatory depen:
dence from the Square: and even
now it has a little air of its own, 2
little semething that keeps it apart
from the noisy, tawdry, cheap-jaek
streets that have crept so close to
it. It is a poor, a very poor street
—but it is not a mean street. Most
of the houses have Nottingham lace
cartains in the parlour window-
Two in-three have flower-pots on the
parlour windowsill, Some of the
flower-pcts have plants in  them.
There is a fig-tree still living in
what was, 1 suppose, the carpen-
ter's yard—but it may have been
the blacksmith's,

And there is the village shop. |
g0 1o it to buy cigarettes every dav.
for if 1 bought gnough for two days
at a time [ should smoke twice az
much as I do; and, besides. the old
woman’s daughter, Myfanwy, is a-
pretty a Welsh girl as vou will sec
in Liendon, and that is saving =
good deal.

One day, while I was there, therc
came to the door a poor little wisp
¢f a woman—a stranger. [ think, t»
the street—erabbed, drawn in o0
herself as one might say, dressed
in work-worn black. She stood,
holding the door half open, and with

the voice of one long-broken to dis-|

appointment she said to the shop-

Sarah says
that he has got ammonia, so Mum-

the ammonia
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trees and the wind and the sky. 1
wish [ could have written it down,
but [ never ecan.
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When T came back to myself 1
remembered Sarah. She, who has
dsually forty-five questions in leash
at the end of a story, had not spoken,

I looked down at her, and, if you
please, Sarah was crying—erying
big, round tears.

“Sweetheart,” said [, “what 7s the
matter?”

“1 wish,” said Sarah, trying to
catch a falling tear on the tip of
her tongue. ... "I wish I had a mil-

lion Aundred pounds!'

“What for?” said I,

“To give them Penny Birthdays,”
said Sarah.

Later.—Peter is better. His ap-
petite returns. He has: eaten the
straps of Sarah’s second-best shoes.
—“Morning Post.”

THE latest organization to be
formed, v»iz., the Society for the
Study of China's Railways, was for-
mally inaugurated at a meeting held
in the China United Assurance
Building on Saturday.

IRRIGATION

— S—

IN CHINA

« Homelite Pumps. showing the complete pumps, engines, and
fuel tanks, lifting 24,000 gallons per hour
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woman, “Y'aven't amy ’alfpenny
birthdays, 'm?”

But the woman
box-full of them, So the poor soul

o whele| FUEL-DRIVEN PUMPS

made biold to go up to the counter,
and set to choosing a eard. And she
took a very long time at it, turning
the cards over and over, but at
length she found one to her liking,
and'b‘aid her halfpenny, and went
away with her card wrapped up 1
a piece of orange-red paper that
was really a Patent Medicine ad-
vertisement.
L b *

That afterncon I changed to meet
Sarah in the Square. We sought
the least draughty seat, and we
talked. To amuse her (thought-
less fool that I am on occasion) 1
made up a story on the theme of
the poor woman and the “’alfpenny
birthday.” I invented a sweet littla
eirl. T ealled her (Heaven forgive
me!) “Doris,” but I gave her a
beautiful soul. I said that to-mor-
row would be her birthday. 1 saud
that, because of her beautiful soul,
she would be content and happy
and gocd all day long, though she
had but a poor little card and a
halfpenny packet of sweets, while
other little girls who live in the
corner houses of Squares.
vou ecan imagine that part of the
story. And [ invented a whole
street filled with the first kind of
little girls. I invented a London
filled with such streets. The story
got hold of me [ forgot all about
Sarah, I told a beautiful tale to the
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FOR IRRIGATION

Chinese Man-Power Yields to
New Machines of “Fool-

Proof” Construction
Water is an ever present pro-
blem in China and amazing in-

genuity has been exercised in the
invention of contrivances for irrigat-
ing the land and dealing with flood
waters,

The modern water-turbine may be
said to be a development of the
Chinese water-wheel which is such
a common feature of the country-
side but there iz no western equiva-
| lent of the coolie or buffalo driven
“ocaterpillar” water lifter. While
these are readily adjustable for dif-
ferences in level they are cumber-
some and very inefficient as about
Ininety per cent. of the power ap-
plied by the coolies’ weight or the
buffalo’s energy iz wasted in friction
and water slip.

Increasing Mechanical Means

An

increasing number of ecen-
trifugal pumps, generally belt
driven by small oil engines, are
now in use and this type of pump
| has the swadvantage of having n»
valves to give trouble but 1t mu=st
be driven at a high speed or its
size and weight render it unsuit-

able,

[.td, have recently placed on this
market an extremely compact and
ruggid portable outfit,—the Home-
I#e Portable Pump, which weighs
only 45 1b., and will pump no less
than 7,500 gallons per hour at fuel
cost of ten cents (Mex.) per nour.
This quantity of water represents
a solid stream two inches in dia-
meter. The pump is suitable for
lifting up to 50 feet.

The equipment consists of an air-
cooled wvalveless kerosene engine
fitted with water-proof Bosen
magneto and direct-coupled in the
same casing to a high efficiency
centrifugal pump having a bronze
impeller with ample clearance=s ‘0
allow of it being used for the mud-
diest water. The kerosene (fueil
tank is bolted below the casing anl
rests on four coil springs so that
no foundation of any kind is re-
quired, It is but 20 inches long by
13 inche: wide.

Ingenious Construction

The engine has only six moving
parts and is exactly the =am® as
in the Homelite Portable Electric
Lighting Plant nearly three hun-
dred of which are now in operation
in China. These include more than
a hundred supplied to the Nationa-
list Government Radio Services for
battery charging,

The United States Navy Depart-
menf in Shanghai have recently
ordered zixteen of these interesting

Messrs. Inniss & Riddle (China) | Pumping Qutfits for salvage ser-

DR. AND MRS. SILSBY
LEAVE CHINA

Over 40 Years' Work Given fo
China: Great Record at
Lowrie Institute

Manv ¢ld Shanghai residents have
been leaving China recently. On
Friday last the Rev. J, A, Silsby
D.D. and Mrs, Silsby of the Ameriean
Presbyterian Mission (North) left
for America on the President Lin-
coln, probably not to return. A
large number of {riends, Chinese
and foreign, were on the Customs
Jetty to bid them farewell.

Arriving in 1887, Dr, and Mrs.
Silsby have given over 40 years of
devoted service to China and the
Chinese in this eity. Dr. Silsby’s
principal work has been as an
educationalist in the Lowrie
Institute, South Gate, of which for
many years he was the Principal.
| His students are to be found holding
| .mportant positions in commerecial,
professional and political circles 1n
Shanghai and many other parts
off ("atna. Many of his old pupils
were present to bid their old teacher
farewell,

Dr. Silsby also did valuable work
in connection with the study of th:
~hanghai Vernacular. He was
Editor of the “English-Chinese
Vocabulary of the  Shanghai

ced two Syllabaries—one in Chinese
| characters and one in Phonetics.
, He collaborated with Dr. Davis in
publishing “Davis & Silsby’s Lessons
. in the Shanghai Vernacular.” He
also adapted the National Phonetic
Seript to the local dialect. For a
number of years he was a leading
member of the Committee for the
translation of the Bible in the
Shanghnai Dialect,

Dr. Silsby was a man wise in
counse] and broad in sympathy, a
strong Evangelical and at the same
time truly catholie in his outlook.
Though quiet and retiring, Dr. and
Mrs, Silsby exercised a very real
.nd gracious influence in our midst
and their departure from Shanghai
wili be 2 ereat loss to their many
friends and to this city in which
they have spent 40 years of devoted
SETVICE,

Tue “Shunpao” states that the
<panish Consul-General has handed
ar. official reply to Chev. S. K.
('hen, chiwef of the Shanghai office of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
reearding the abrogation of the
~ino-Spanish Treaty. The contents
Jhﬂ'k'e not been disclosed.

ProrFEssor  Martinius  Neilsen,
who in the 'ninetles and early part
of this century occupied a con-
spicuous place in the ranks of Dan-
ish dramatic artists, died suddenly
on July 10 at the age of 69. Pro-
fessor Nielsen, who at one time
owned and directed the Dagmar and
Casino Theatres, produced and took
part in various plays by Shakespeare
and Schiller. He was married to
Madame ©Oda Neilsen, herself an
actress of great distinction, who
survives him, ’

Dr. CThung Wing-kwong, Commis-
sioner of Emigration, is said to be
working hard in the interests of

Chinese abroad and has made re-
Immmendat‘.nns to the Nanking
Foreign Ministry regarding the

choice of Ministers and Consuls., He
has pointed out in no uncertain
terms that hitherto Chinese Minis-
ters and Consuls have conducted
themselves in a mandarin-like
manner and taken no interest in the
| welfare of Chinese residents. As
most Chinese abroad are either from
Kuangtung or Fukien, Dr. Chung
suggests that diplonrats and consuls
should be natives of those provinces,

| the

Dia.ect” and prepared and publish-,

MERCHANTS TURN
TO LAUGH

Boycotters Squelched at Can-

ton: Disgraceful Administra-
tion Of a Railway

PRACTICAL METHODS OF
DISBANDMENT

FroM QUR OwN CORRESPONDENT

Canton, July 30.

I The police officers have been
instructed by the Commissioner of
the Bureau of Public Safety to put
a stop for once and all to the
seizing of goods and the levying
of fines against those goods on the
pretext that they are of Japanece
origin. Calling newspaper reporters
to his office this morning, Chief-oi-
Police Tang Sai-chang told them
rhe welcome news. It means
Governnient intervention; i1t means
a cessation of the highhandedness
of the Municipal Kuomintaug
Boycott Committee, it means &a
vietory scored for Marshal Li Chi-
sen and a crushing defeat for his
enemies,

Only vesterday, it looked pretty

aarlk: for the business community,
and 1he merchants were much
depressed. Two meetings held the

previous day had taken turns that
spelled disaster for them, and while
they had raised despairing eyes In
direction of tne Government
Building, aid was so slow in coming,
that it seemed as if it was not to
be tendered. With the Marshoi
away, had no official the grit
carry out his policies? Thus far
the Boycott Committee had violated
the rules laid down by Li Chi-sen
with impunity. Was such a state
of affairs to endure for ever?
Small wonder that the merchants
were downcast.

Bovcotters’ Arrogance

At the Boycott Committee’s meot-
ing of the 29th, the merchants had
been asked to send representatives
These were not invited to take part
in the discussion, but to listen to
the voice of authority. The parent
had decided what was good for the
child, and it was to hear what it
should do, and to learn what dire
punishment would be sure to result
from disobedience.

To ense the burden a littie, one
concession had been made to the
shop owners; they still had to pay
their fine, equivalent to 30 per cent.
of the wvalue of all Japanese goods
already in stock, or which might
subsequently be purchased; but 1*
had been decided to allow payments
to be mude on the instalment pian,
so much down, and so much a
morith.

Every mother's son kept clear o
the Committee’'s meeting, and the
merchants held their own little
conference on Sunday, to which
seventeen of the hongs that hand'e
considerable guantities of Japanese
products sent full delegations. Buf
the boveotters saw to it that even
here the merchants did not have
evervithing their own way. The
principal speaker was a youngstcr
hardly out of knickers, but with
well-developed lungs, who raved ana
ranted* all for the cause of the
Boveott Committee.

Heart Bursting with Patriotism

This youthful orator claimed to
be the author of tne 30 per cent
fine scheme, so objectionable to
those who perforce must Ilisten
while he told the shop owners what
he thoughtof them, on which score,
i he had plenty to say. The Boycot:
Committee was working heart and
soul to make successful a boycott
aimed at eruel Japan, and
simultaneously merchants were boy-
cotting the Committee, By their
actions, they were preventing the
,attainment of a national cause; for
pressure which the Committee were
prepared to exert would drive Japan
and keep her on the run until she
would have to amend her old treaty
with China. Whereby, China's
prestige in the eyes of the world
powers would be greatly enhanced.
They were skunks, these merchants,
they had no love of countiy, they
thought only of their own pocket-
books. 1In to their faces the child
orator flung these insults,

Little Surprise for “Searchers”

The worm has turned. If the
avowed purpose of the Chief of
Police is any sign of what may pe
expected from official Canton, the
work of the Boveott Committee is
[ |

The
Viva-tonal Columbia
in Portable Form

Now, wherever you
go, you can take
with you a portable
phonograph in which
are embodied the prin-
ciples which won for
the Viva-tonal Colum-
bia the description
“like life itself.”

See It! Play It!
A Truly Remarkable
Instrument.
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vice in the upper reaches of the
Yangtze.

They are already being used in
| China for a wide wvariety of ser-
vices such as trench and excavation
pumping, irrigation, water supply,
filling tanks and boilers, handling
oils and chemicals, fire fighting ete.
and they are so simple that they

}afrer.

can be safely left to cooclies to laukl
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may then be chalked up, for this
struggle to force a boyeott on
Canton has been a convulsion star
ed by the Leftists. Nearly all of
the Municipal Kuomintang members
are of that wing of the Party,
while the Provincial Kuomintang
with which the  government
officials, for the most part, are
affiliated. is predominately of the
Right,

Just before the Chief of Police
spoke his mind, the Boyvcott Com-
mittee had despatched a band cf
its waérkers, who went about
visiting shops suspected of carry-
ing Japanese wares. Seeking
admission, the searching partv was
surprised and indignant to learn
that permission not to be obtained,
and that only by using physical
force could they carry out their
“duties.” Right here, evidentlv, the
Chief of Police thought it high tirae
to make it plain that not only could
the aid of his officers in securing
entry to the Canton shops not be
counted upon, but quite to the
contrary, the patrolmen were to

With that, the Boycott Committee
has adopted different tacties. To-
day it commenced to publish in the
vernacular journals the names of
the shops whose owners were so0
unpatriotic as to deny the search
ing bands the right to enter ana
look over the stocks of goods on
hand. Which causes the merchants
to laugh up their sleeves, It 1z
now their turn to laugh.

Railway Scandal

A pretty mess was stirred up
when, a few weeks ago, Detective
Chan, who had just uncovered a
cache of contraband goods in which
employvees of the Canton-Shiukwanrn
railroad were dealing illicitly, wa-
pounced upon bLy these self-same
emplovees and beaten nearly to
death. Following that e¢riminal
assault, the board of managers oi
the road failed to perform iheiwr
duty of rendering a report, appris-
ing the Government of what had
taken place. It has taken these
several weeks {for the full parti-
culars to reach the ears of the
government, but once it had the
getails, 1t lost no time in acting.
From top to bottom the Canton
Shiukwan Railroad administratioa
15 being cleared out. Nearly the
entire board of managers has bceen
changed, and guite a few of the

workmen and foremen have
been dismissed. For years the
whole system has been roften

to the core, and the evidence pointz
to the fact that at least part of
the railroad workers were plotting
aguinst the incumbent government.
In the machine shops, they had
been wont to turn out rifle barrels.
and a whole arsenal of small arms
is known to have been manufactur-
ed by these labourers, When they
set upon the Police Detective Chan, |
rifles, revolvers and automatics were
displayed by many in the attacking
party.

“Disbandment” With a Vengeance
Up on the North River not far
from the Wunan border a battlc
is going on, the first shots having |
been exchanged on the evening of
the 29th., On one side are the
Wunan troops of Fan Shek-shan,
Hui Hak-cheung and Wu Fung-
cheung, their enemy being another

assisted by Kwangtung companie:
that have recently returned fromi
Swatow to take part in this engage-

ment. The allied Kwangtung-
Kwangsi forces are seeking e
disarm  their  opponents, { for

Military Headquarters wants 1t~
put the Wunan divisions out of
existence,

Tt is simply a part of the pre-
eram which calls for the cutting
down of the standing army. In
carrying out that program, it i-
only natural that alien troops
should be done away with first,
The pay of the Wunan soldiers
was cut off sometime ago, but their
commanders would not obev orvders
and muster out their units or with-
draw them to another province.
Force, then, is being used -
attain the object.

AT a reception to members of tho |
press during the week-end, Mr. Yin
Tsai-wei, manager of the Daily
News Agency (Jih Jih Sm Waou
She), said that the mission of his
agency was to supply reliable news
to the local papers. Particular
emphasis would be laid on the suffer-
ings of the common people and it
was the aim of the promoters fo
establish a world’s news depart-

ment in the near future.

FOUR DIFFERENT MODELS

“like life itself”

ROBINSON PIANO “*/..»

(Incorporated in Hongkong)

34 NANKING ROAD

resist all efforts to force an entry. |

Iﬁnished. A victory {or the Right]

|

for his family.

Are

between the

Ages of 20
and 45

Here’s an easy and absolutely
safe Plan for building
enough Capital to Retire on at

YOU

an early age.

Every man who has to make his own way in the
world and has, or may have, others dependent on him
can adopt this plan with profit to himself and security

The ideal ages for taking up the

Plan are between 20 and 45—the earlier the better.

By means of annual, half annual, or quarterly
deposits, agreeable to his circumstamces and never
burdensome, a man may not only make absolutely
sure of financial independence at an early age, but he
can, without additional effort, provide for his family

in the event of anything happening to him.

includes provisions to meet any change

circumstances. You have full details on the back of

Think what it would mean to you to be sure of
receiving a cheque for, say $30,000 when you reach
the age of 55. Think what it would mean to you
and yours to know now that if anything happened to
vou, the bread winner, your family would receive
820,000 or, should vou die by accident, double that
amount, $40,000.

The plan which is offered to you by the Sun Life
Assurance Company of Canada (whose assets under
strict Government Supervision exceed G.$400,000,000)

in your

the Bond of the generous loans obtainable and of

surrender values and other options.
increasing value for every year it is continued.

pay you the capital sum insured in 20 annual instal-

You know its

Moreover, should you be totally disabled during
the period the policy is in force, and be unable to
follow any, gainful occupation, the Company makes
your deposits for you, or alternatively, will at once

ments,
Now is the time to start the plan that will make

your future and that of your family safe.

Why not let us send you figures to suit your own
case, so that you may quietly consider the matter?

No obligation is incurred by filling in and posting this
Enquiry Form.

THE

MANAGER.

(PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL.)

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada

Please send full details of your Investment-Ing
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@(&e Plan

10 Canton Road, Shanghai

as it applies to me personally.

Mame
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How much I conuld put by each month ......cooveenvnvrennces
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Zeiss Punktal lenses may
now be procured in any
prescription and can be
fitted to your own frames
or pince-nez in one hour,

We have any lens in stock

N. LAZARUS

Ophthalmic Opticians

17 NANKING ROAD,
Jel. 16626
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