3 1925 1
994 @ o

« »

Abstract: January 1925 only three and a half years after the Communist

Party of China held its First Congress the party held the Fourth Congress. With
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994 party members nationwide it was still in the infant stage. Such a young and
minority party nevertheless demonstrated a strong organizational and mobiliza—
tional capacity. In this year the Communist Party of China mobilized organized
and led the Canton-Hong Kong Strike which had 250 000 participants and lasted
for 16 months. This is not only the longest strike in the world history of workers’
movement but also a miracle of a political party ’ s organizational ability mobili—
zation capacity and leadership. It is true that the realization of this miracle is root—
ed in the Chinese people’ s grievance and anger about foreign invasion and colonial
repression since the modern era as well as in the political background of the First
United Front. But this paper argues the initiator and leader of this strike the Com-—
munist Party of China fully utilized the functions of a political party using the
workers’ union as the most important organizational and communication tool for
political mobilization and as an extension of the party. A well-organized leadership
structure was formed among the party the union the congress of striking workers
and the strike committee. In particular solving the financing problem the most
important problem of striking made the Communist Party of China accomplished a
great feat that exceeded the power of an early revolutionary party.

Key words: Strike committee Congress of striking workers All-China Fe—

deration of Trade Unions Party capacity |
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