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The Proposition and Hidden Bias of “Daily Life” in the Media City

—A Study Centered on Guangzhou in the Early 20th Century
WANG Bing

Abstract: Daily life is the connection between social activities and social systems and structures and the basis of culture. The
early 20th century was a period of rapid development of urban construction. The impact of the dramatic changes in urban space on the
changes in urban life is typical of the era. In the 1920s and 1930s Guangzhou City provided a unique sample for finding the hidden
influence of the media city on the history of modern China from the changes of daily life. The subjective consciousness of the citizens
was gradually established along with the development of social space. The openness of entertainment space provided a disintegration
of gender opposition. As the paper carrier of information newspapers and magazines together with parks squares movies (drama)
and gymnasiums make up the urban public culture and public opinion space. Through the routine control of ideology the growth of
urban space was promoted democratic revolution was conceived and the modern society was re-integrated. In this integration
process the media city chooses through different symbols and the social entertainment family and public opinion spaces blend to—
gether to shape the social structure and constitute a specific causal relationship. It not only produces information of different mean—
ings but also defines people’s daily behaviors thus disturbing the bias of daily life.

Key words: media city; bias; daily life; Guangzhou City
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